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19 January 2022

Dear Chief Executive

REVIEW OF REDUCED FEES FOR ENTERTAINMENTS LICENCES

Under Schedule 1 to the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Northern ireland) Order
1985 any application to a district council for the grant, renewal, transfer or variation of an
entertainments licence must be accompanied by such fee as the Department for Communities may
from time to time determine.

You may recall that with effect from 6 April 2021 the Minister for Communities decided that the
Department should amend the licensing fees structure to introduce a nominal fee of £1 for renewal
applications only, for all categories of entertainments licence (Local Government Circular 4/2021
refers). This easement was introduced in order to alleviate hardship being experienced by the
hospitality industry as a result of COVID-19 restrictions, the reduction to remain in place for the
duration of the 2021/2022 financial year subject to review.

As we approach the end of the 2021/22 financial year | am writing to seek your Council's views and
comments on whether:;

A. there is a need to extend this measure beyond this period or,
B. the fees should revert to their pre April 2021 levels with effect from April 2022.

In addition, could | also ask that you complete the return at Annex 1 in relation to the nhumbers and
types of entertainment licences issued by your council since 1 January 2021 to date.

| would be grateful for responses to social.policy@communities-ni.gov.uk by 9 February 2022.

Yours sincerely

Liam Quinn
Assistant Director of Local Government and Housing Regulation
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